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should be pure art, but I minored in psychology. combined with
the sxperience of this public welfare activity, I think I say by
engaged in art public welfare major. Althowgh the professios
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I still think that this say be & good major and develcpment
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Female Voices Should Exist
Everywhere (ERFSLEERERRTRERS T ERAR)
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EZ(58: WestoverSchool | RBH

I always consider myself a feminist. Feminism is not necessarily
radical, and it doesn’t represent a group of crazy women arguing
on the street for female rights. It simply means the idea that
women and men should have equal rights and opportunities.

| go to an all-girls high school in Middlebury, Connecticut. So
| get to see the brilliance of girls every day. And every day, |
am proud of what my fellow students and | have achieved as
young women in society. In my high school, girls have plenty of
opportunities to embrace themselves and do plenty of things
that are usually considered not-for-girls, like studying science,
learning about law and politics, playing basketball, etc. | believe
girls everywhere deserve the education and attention | got in my
school. So when | saw the unjust treatment of girls in Hainan, |
stepped up and helped them to see their worth.

In the summer of 2021, starting from July 3rd, | had an
unforgettable volunteer experience as a teacher for primary
students in Hainan, a province in southern China. | joined the
ASDAN Volunteer team and led a group of three high-schoolers
to teach in Zhongyuan Town Central Primary School. There were
12 fifth graders in my class: 10 boys and 2 girls. We taught them
English, geography, history, self-protection skills, and gender
identity. Besides giving lectures, we also had art classes and
sports sessions, when we had a lot of fun with the kids.

The kids are delights to work with. | had a lot of fun discussing
ideas in class and playing games with them. However, only
boys seemed interested in talking to me at first, while two girls
hardly ever answered my questions in class or tried to chat with
me after class. Trying to build connections with everyone in my
class, | engaged the girls in conversations. | asked them about
their daily lives and tried to start small talks with them. The girls
seemed happy to talk to me, but they were really shy. Without
making eye contact, the girls answered me quietly but didn't go
further. To be honest, | was frustrated and simply thought that
the girls didnt like me. However, as | learned more about them
and the culture in Hainan, | started to understand their behaviors.

Hainan, a separate island in the South China Sea, is a relatively
poor province in China. The separateness and poverty here
built a lagged society both socially and financially. Hainan has
a prominent problem with gender inequality - girls here haven't
been paid enough attention. | was teaching in one of the poorest
regions in Hainan, and the people held the same concept of
women as people in the nineteenth century. Parents don’t have

high expectations of their daughters because they believe many
of them are going to get married as soon as they graduate
from high school. Men are supposed to be accomplished, and
the main job for women is to be good homemakers. So going
to school isn't considered as important for the girls here. Their
parents sent them to school because school is free and the girls
have nowhere else to go. The gender stereotype restricted the
girls, gradually tearing away their confidence and passion for life.
Over time, the girls will stop trying to be good students because
no one cares about their academic performance after all.

| wanted to change that and help the girls build confidence.
But I'm not sure if they have the same fire in their hearts as | do.
Fortunately, | found out that they do have fire in their hearts,
which makes them much more than future housewives.

The most memorable class that | had with them was an art class
when we created artworks using fallen leaves. The two girls sat
in the corner of the classroom as they always do, but something
was different that day. Warm sunshine poured in from the window
and brightened their faces, illuminating their beautiful smiles and
shiny eyes. | quietly walked over, trying not to interrupt them, and
stole a peek at their artwork. | was completely amazed by their
leaves-made picture. All the leaves were carefully cut and placed
on the table. They made a pencil outline on the paper, portraying
a cute bear with two bows tied to her ears. | told them that this
is looking great. They smiled shyly at my compliments and told
me that they are not finished yet. | waited by their side and took
the warming picture attached above. | was amazed to see their
complete work. They filled the body of the bear using leaves and
added lines on the paper saying “Life is bitter, but bear is sweet
as strawberry. Every life is lovely and pure. It is everyone's duty to
protect animals.” | nearly cried at these words. These two young
girls are more sophisticated and intelligent than | thought they
were. The picture and the lines showed their kindness and social
responsibility at this young age.

| supported feminism since high school, yet this is the first time |
ever got to something practical for it. | sincerely hope that | can
have more influence on young girls to show them the unique and
powerful strength of women. | don’t want the environment to
limit talented girls, so that’s why | say feminist voices should exist

everywhere.
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Benefiting and rehabilitation programs are what | have
been pursuing as my priority since my childhood, the
ocean has a mysterious attraction towards me so | have
placed my time and effort on related activities such
as being a licensed scuba diver, joining coral health
detection, and cleaning trash from the local seabed.
Promoting and designing ecological beach-combing
activities in my school, joining previous related research
projects and volunteering activities. | would lean towards
promotion and action to the best of my ability for this
topic.
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Previous knowledge has been gathered by the multiple
activists | have encountered so | would have a brief
understanding by only looking at the information
provided in propaganda and posters, at the same time
by articles | found as a reference for my essay about
orca evolution that | have to complete as a coursework
in schoolThe pre-volunteer online training has provided
me with detailed information and documentaries

Man-made

which enlarged my enthusiasm in participating in this
volunteering activity.
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Today we have started our journey in Bali by learning the
local customs of making offerings and visiting the family
temples owned by the local Balinese in its district, where
for the customs of offering we used striped banana leaves
and stapled them together to form a flower shaped
platter in which we placed different colored flowers in its
set locations of north-south, east, and west as honoring
the different gods of Bali. After that, we went to the
sea turtle conservation and education center in Bali, it’s
a rehab-based nongovernmental organization, where
different species of sea turtles are rescued to a location
where their wounds could be healed and possibly return
back to the ocean as soon as possible, also due to climate
change and global warming the average temperature of
coastal environments has risen to the point where only
female sea turtles could be hatched from eggs layer
underground.
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We continued our journey by visiting another sea
turtle conservation at bling bling beach, we were very
lucky to arrive when a batch of eggs was hatching into
baby sea turtles, | experienced picking them carefully
out of the sand pit, afterward we learned extended
information about turtles, their species (specifically to
Bali), their importance, and their significant role in the
local ecosystem, their breeding cycle, and what we have
humans could do or reduce in our daily lives to help sea
turtles.

We then went to the Bali blue harmony coral restoration
conservation on Nusa Dua Beach, we learned about the
fact of how and what methods of coral restoration are
implemented on the coast and waters around Nusa Due
Beach, this conservation used a metal-based structure to

stabilize coral fragments.
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Referring back to the program, | would say that from
my past experiences, | have known most of the factual
information about coral reefs and sea turtles, however
by connecting observations with actual knowledge, | had
a better understanding of how to apply this knowledge
in real-world circumstances, | have widened my views
towards the current status of sea turtles that are facing
the danger. In order to maintain a healthy coastline, sea
turtles have a major role and the coast would not end up
as healthy as it is if humans do not proceed with action of
reducing ghost fishing equipment and plastic that are to
do harm to the sea turtles.
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My suggestion for the future volunteers of this program,
proceed with a kind and willing heart, see the animals as
your own self, they share the earth with you, and we are
always equal, | would proceed with my pursuit of diving
and my role in the restoration programs, and also | would
come back to Bali for volunteering in underwater activities
in the Bali blue harmony conservation with my dedication
of protecting and restoring the population of coral reefs
in the coasts of Nusa Dua Beach.

Strategies taken by Saba
Asri Turtle Conservation
Centre

iy Hegative impacts of ower-
developing tourism on
= conservation stes
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| wished to participate in this volunteering project for
multiple reasons. Ever since | was a child, the allure of
the rainforest has captivated my imagination and stirred
a sense of adventure within me. The lush green canopy,
teeming with exotic wildlife and vibrant flora, has always
held a mysterious appeal. So when | stumbled upon
the opportunity to participate in a volunteering project
centered around the rainforest in Xishuangbanna, | knew |
had to seize it.My passion for nature and the environment
has been a constant thread throughout my life. Exploring
the outdoors, whether through hiking, camping, or simply
taking long walks in the nature, has been my refuge from
the bustling chaos of everyday life. Being surrounded by
the tranquility and raw beauty of nature rejuvenates my
spirit and fills me with a sense of awe and gratitude.
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Biodiversity enriches the Earth and serves as the

54.

foundation for human survival and development.
Protecting biodiversity helps maintain our planet as a
home and promotes sustainable human progress. China,
as one of the first countries to ratify the Convention on
Biological Diversity, has always been at the forefront of
biodiversity conservation. In 2021, China accelerated
the establishment of a national park system, gradually
incorporating regions that are of utmost importance to
natural ecosystems, possess unique natural landscapes,
hold invaluable natural heritage, and host rich biodiversity.

COMPILATION OF

Izl =TI THON DT

TENFFIRRIBYRNIAHMTE

EIMENMENE, FNTRTRGEZNHRTE &
BREMIRERAN—FHR, URSEBENELER
BZFHHR. REREER, FNPETAIGRNEER
H XA RETIHR, HANEE RN LT REIZX ]
WIBMNERRFEE, LARRBNEHRIZPREE
&, BT #ZHXOSIE, MM REE.,
R=Eia, JNNE—NZSHFEHIIERLNENESH
F¥, BEMSHNZRMED.

During the initial phase of the project, we had the
opportunity to participate in an opening ceremony that
proved to be immensely informative and beneficial.
The ceremony served as an introduction to the local
community and culture, as well as the various research
methods we could employ to achieve our project goals.
We learned about the two primary research methods:
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primary research, which includes surveys and interviews,
and secondary research, which includes books and online
resources.
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We underwent a transformative experience that
broadened our perspectives and bestowed upon us a
plethora of remarkable encounters. Upon our initial arrival
at this lush realm, we procured footwear specifically
tailored for river crossings, thus inaugurating our
immersive sojourn into the heart of the rainforest. As we
ventured further into the verdant depths, we traversed
a meticulously engineered trail, ingeniously fashioned
to offer unparalleled ease and smoothness of passage.
Astonishingly, we encountered over 40 discarded items
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along the way, including plastics, cans, and cigarettes,
among others. This disheartening revelation underscored
the pervasive presence of waste in every corner,
extending even to the rocky terrain beneath a bridge. This
experience served as a poignant reminder of humanity's
capacity to impact nature and reinforced our resolve to
protect and preserve it.
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One of the biggest challenges we faced during our
project was the language and culture barrier with the
Dai people. Their language and customs were unfamiliar
to us, making communication difficult at first. However,
with time and effort, we were able to overcome these
challenges. Under their guidance, we learned to be
patient and gentle, allowing interviewees to answer
questions at their own pace.
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We have learned a great deal from our rainforest project,
particularly about the destructive forces that are slowly
eroding this precious ecosystem. Pollution is certainly
a major contributor, but the economic and cultural
pressures on the rainforest are equally concerning.
Traditional practices and the cultivation of rubber trees
are both contributing to its deterioration, and if we do not
act soon, the communities that depend on it will suffer
greatly. The Dai community and other experts agree that

we must take action by establishing stricter regulations

and reducing rubber tree planting.
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